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INTERNATIONAL LAW
— Focusing on Humanitarian Zones in Colombia —

1) What is International Law & How Do You Find It?

- Public international law governs the behavior of nation states and international organizations.
It also applies to some conduct by individuals. Private international law governs the
international interactions of private individuals (natural and legally recognized persons).

- Article 38 of the Statute of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) contains the most widely
recognized account of sources of international law. [t lists the sources of public international
law as: conventions, customary international law, general principles of law, judicial decisions,
and scholarly opinions.

- Vast amounts of international law is available for free on the Internet. Since much of
international law is created by international organizations such as the United Nations and the
International Court of Justice, these organizations are able to offer excellent worldwide access to
their various international law documents and cases. In fact, a good Internet search will typically
be more useful that searching Lexis & Westlaw.

- I typically will try to find a good online research guide covering the issue I'm research and then
go from there. Useful guides about international law (and tools to find other good guides)
include:

Hastings Law Library Research Guide - Researching International Law
http://library.uchastings.edu/library/ref/research.htm

Cornell Law School Legal Research Search Engine
http://library.lawschool.cornell.edu/WhatWeDo/ResearchGuides/Legal-Research-Engine.cfm

NYU's GlobalLex
http://www.nyulawglobal.org/globalex

LLRX.com - International, Comparative & Foreign Law
http://www.lIrx.com/category/1050



The American Society of International Law's (ASIL) Electronic Information System for
International Law (EISIL)

http://www.eisil.org/
The American Society of International Law's (ASIL) Electronic Resources for

International Law
http://www.asil.org/resource/home.htm

2) See what books we have in our collection

There is still much important analysis of international law published in books. In our collection
most of our international law is found in these call numbers & areas:

K48 - K7600 International and comparative law (5™ floor)

K3200 Human rights (5" floor)
Iz International organizations / UN (5" floor)
KZ International relations (6™ floor)

Either go to the call number areas listed above and browse the collection or search the library
catalog http://hopac.uchastings.edu/search

3) If you have time to get books thru interlibrary loan, then you could
also check to see what books are available at other libraries.

Go to the library’s subscription databases webpage
http://library.uchastings.edu/library/ref/databases.htm

and select “FirstSearch”. Once at this page select WorldCat and search for books that other
libraries may own on your subject such as:

Humanitarian Intervention and Safety Zones: Iraq, Bosnia, and Rwanda / Author:
McQueen, Carol. Palgrave Macmillan, 2005.

To borrow this book from another library click on the "Borrow this item from another library
(Interlibrary Loan)" link and then enter your name and email address.

To find similar books, click on the “Subject Descriptor” links.



4) The next thing I might try to do would be to see if there are law
review articles that discuss your specific issues. This is a good way to find
analysis, cases, and links to other sources you might be interested in seeing.

- You can search the law journal indexes on Lexis or Westlaw or thru the Library’s subscription
databases.

Library’s Subscription Databases Webpage
http://library.uchastings.edu/library/ref/databases.htm

Some of the best databases for finding international law articles & documents include:

Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals - Index of articles and book reviews from more than
450 legal periodicals, including journals, essay collections, festschrifts, and congress
reports. Coverage includes international law (public and private), comparative law, and
municipal law of countries other than the United States, British Isles, and British
Commonwealth.

Index to Legal Periodicals & Books - A bibliographic database that cites articles from
more than 760 legal periodicals and indexes some 2000 law books. Periodical coverage
includes law reviews, bar association journals, university publications, yearbooks,
institutes, and government publications.

LEGALTRAC - A bibliographic database to find articles in all major law reviews, law
journals, specialty law and bar association journals, and legal newspapers on Federal and
State Cases, Laws and Government Regulations, Legal Practice, and legal subjects.

Legal Scholarship Network - A searchable database of abstracts of working papers as
well as articles accepted for publication. Many links to full text of articles not available
on line elsewhere.

Hein-On-Line - Full-text (pdf) searchable online collections include:

» Law reviews, and legal periodicals [including numerous international law reviews]
* English Reports, Full Reprint (1220-1865)

* Treaties and Agreements Library

* Foreign & International Law Resources Database

To find if our library has access to the full-text of a particular journal use the e-journals link from
the main page of the library’s website: http://library.uchastings.edu



So for example searching Index to Legal Periodicals will tell you that this good article is
available:

Landgren, K. Safety zones and international protection: a dark grey area. International
Journal of Refugee Law v. 7 (July 1995) p. 436-58

Then you can find the full-text of this article in pdf by using Hein-On-Line.
— You could do a similar index search on Westlaw or Lexis. You could also search the full-text

law reviews, but you’ll have to do a more precise search or else you’ll get too many irrelevant
hits.

5) Evaluate the Country Specific Legal Information on the Internet
Useful websites incude:

- Guide to Foreign Law [Hastings Law Library]
http://library.uchastings.edu/library/ref/foreign.htm

- Foreign Primary Law on the Web [University of Houston]
http://www.law.uh.edu/libraries/fi/foreignlaw.html

- Guide to Law Online [Law Library of Congress]
http://www.loc.gov/law/guide/nations.html

6) Good Human Rights Information

- University of Minnesota Human Rights Library
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/center/asylum/refugee index.html

This still is a very good collection of human rights information, but it now has a lot of
broken links.

- EISIL (Electronic Information System for International Law)
http://www.eisil.org/

Select “International Human Rights”

- Refworld - (Maintained by the UNHCR)
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain

Refworld contains a vast collection of reports relating to situations in countries of origin,
policy documents and positions, and documents relating to international and national
legal frameworks.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


